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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT

COUNTRY Polana

SUBJECT Deterioration of the Position of the
Independent Farmer/Farming’
]

DATE DISTR. X4 May 1954

NO. OF PAGES //

J O TA 115 INFORMATION AFFECTING THF WATIONAL OCVENSER

o euatn. w15 e s o8 v NO. OF ENCLS. 50X1-HUM
- MLavion oF 115 CONTENTS TO OR RECETPY BY AN UNAUTHOAIZLD PERSOM I3§
oI b R e k] SUPP. TO
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO.
- 1. _ ‘ferming conditions in the Nowy Tomysl district. The 50X1-HUM
village had consisted nearly exclusively of 5 - to 12 heotare acreage farms,
most of them having been established in 1936-37. The land and eoil in this
district is rather poor, the main farming products flm_np_mmgﬂ_aag_n%l‘he
forests at all.apd very foF meadows. 50X1-HUM
farm ¢ ising 12.5 hectares, the gpecilal agrioulturgl commis- -
- sion glesgified the soll quality as in 1937: gix hectares land of 3rd cate~ SUXT-HUM
gory and 6,5 hectares land of 4th catégery.
2. "The asgessment of the farm's value and the asgessment of taxes to be pald by
the farmer is dome on the bagis of this commission's clussificaticm.
3. ”%nfl%’?lthﬁ Conmnuxﬁst m;t%ogities carxrled out the so.:-called 1peelassification'
of farm land, starting with faims exceeding five hectares in acreage. -
x’s,oil was categorized therecafter as: ' S 28§1 EHM

6 heotare ~ Category No 1 - Wheat and beet 80il;
4 heopere - Ootegory No 2 - Rye and gotato ssoll;
2 hestare -~ Gategoxy No 5 - Sandy soil; ',

1 hectare - Categoxy No 5 - Untillable soil. T

AN . "The reclassification was taken &s a basis for changing the tax aggessment,
first of all; secondly, the delivery quotas to be supplied to the state were
fixed on the basis of these categorles; amd thirdly, the kind of products that
could be cultivated were laid down in the ‘contracting system' with the state.
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“pre Yeoutrecting systen® provided for livestock breediiyg 2s vrell us the cultl-
“tion of ts. fport from the tradstional cultivation of bU.bur beets or
LODS, Lhe v ocompelled "o cultivate certuin ores CI‘lbLLL numbers of spi-

clid Jr’\d\.lk,ta tike, Lor example, poppy, tobueco w.id fibrous plunts., lhere it 50X1-HUM
ile sbseroic - tihat witnin the contracting systenm for special cul-
WS iven a ecertain elostioitrs 0 00\:11d ohoose the
et one copdliions That 2 une decpRsity

oduet by reason 01 tue speciiic .ature i QLS TOTW e e

whe official assessment ‘classii‘iedl:’ 50X1-HUM

Carm o3 wollows:

and beet soil - 1.5 aectuare
1(1 potato soil - G. (Y uectures
for foddef pfodunts - 1.5 heetate
- : G hectare
- .15 necture (druinege systew)

ILLEGIB
"o, Lock of FPertilizer: Since 1Uht individual rarrers holding
isai Ten loetares of land had practically nc opportunity to
» necessary fertilizers, Throneh hhe o rrienliuriu, conn-
t,lizers were GLlstributed to thu kolkhozes'and only
; tricted quantity was allotted to gma]l 1and—holders. All PGR's (state-
aymee 5) vecedived £ mantities they o v Ted, only ¢ the farmers of larger
individual tracts were obliged to begin cultivation of some "peu,:.al
JIRRSTRNY gusiaered vitel by tne stuwe (poppy, tobutcuw, “ldo
POSC  pautls, uLc )}, vere they allocated small Lertilizer quantities. 50X1-HUM
In adiition large farm-holders controctiuag Tor tie production of
sugur bects could reeeive certain small quantities of fertilizing
products. che Timue of at least two tous .
o1 vegtdous kinds ol Tertilizers used beiore World Wer II. 50X1-HUM

CONY LDIENY LA ./ U QI ICLadas OLY
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is a eonstant decrease dn ihe number of landiess. wege. laborerk. AS

they are only eble. to work .short seasecns, farm laberers exe unable

to support themselves witk such woxrk the year around. Therefore,

those gleying in the country are in.the majority aged people whoBe,

working, efficiewew 49 'weby Touch. Tedused. .. Alonk. . with: that,

the industrialivationi, dddveinde:iddivingtipractically «rall: @ . .- 50X1-HUM
the country:hlabor .from :villages). %o the towns: and Industrial -
cemterg.. i .7, ~Therefore, only. in rare cases.do the farmert's e

children remain to workm theirofaidrtsifarms: This, Peddythdtlecessit,

those cultivetions needing manual labor, such as sugar beets, cat-

tle breeding, etc. | \

50X1-HUM
- v ‘ GUTLO avedor o seoclal endiivation WL Wge’i‘\m Guump.LL,
© 1¢53 WhE a better crpp year for potatoes. Irom ore heéttare the result =
‘ was over U50q. 50X1-HUM
DBreeding ' - : .
9. ‘; livestock Jbreeding,, comparing 50X1-HUM
pre~t"orld War II times and the yesr 194D, walch may be considered as being an
almost normal period of farminge .
930 148 1953
a. Horses i " 2
Fleld horses 3 3 2
Foale . 1 1 -
b. Horn cattle o 12 5
. Mllk cows.: . - ‘.,CE!-
Heifers e )05533);111'3 w0
Calves 5;}"' TR oA e
Bullocks. . R i s B BERT e AR e 2k
‘ E S v ' E#;;@fﬂd-&mIkﬁy‘.?{\:‘{'itﬁui‘\?‘éﬁ‘w'&r- 91‘:
e. Smine (topalhowe # U approx. 40 epprox 40 13 50X1-HUM
e 2 10

d. Sheep (total)...
" LIRS MCTE ODWL LG e > . .
10. "The shove. shaws: importisxt:-thanges:in ... hWreeding ccaditions
during the last. yeams.), Up:to "I98 the qurntity esc well as the qualily
livestock .wag almost;the .save. ashefere. Woxlar .';.[M\eﬁu‘m“%'f’ﬁﬁ“é nurber 50X1-HUM
of livestook decveased to: Loos Aban 5P FTERD YL the prevar total, It can -HU
‘be obgerved. at the sema tduwe: 4}t "¥ha 1ivestock held by the fermer was. chang-

ing. - This was: a conseguence. Of. es offersd by holding certain speciee

of breedings.. So, for expople farming comprisdd..of. aheop 50X1-HUM
breeding. This.has to be expledined by the faclt that afl g4 fermers could

only obtain textiles or net wool in exchenge for raw wool. Now egain, after 50X1-HUM

the abolition of-these reguletions.end: along. with the better supply of textile

materials, it cah well.be -expecied] | that -

ers will give up sheep-breeding because of. very Limlted rentabllitys ﬂ 50X1-HUM
qw fow of thone farmexs will probably sccept the state offer

sell their sheep 4o it. -The prices. paid are mach too low; for one sheep ‘the

state 1s offering the farmer from 150 to 200 zlotys. When selling 1% as meat,

the farmer may - Teakize the £ollowiag incemes. 50X1-HUM
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a. Meat approximately 25 kilos a% spproximately 15 zlotys 375 zlotys

b. tallow approx 10 kilos at apprex 30 zlotys 300 "
¢. skin with wool 100 zlotys
_ approx total Ti5 zlotys
" G b, Wiz e o L
1. the bove axanple-thréws jguod chight -Qn-BoRf, SR~ e 50X1-HUM

pletely un-understendatle state measures. Another exasmple of the nulsance pol-
icy is the chenge in the breeding, Horse breeding is being neglected and bul-
locks ere plaeced on farms for labor... When Jaking into consideration .the economic
stebilization of the state horse ferms, those horses raised and bred by indivi-
dunl farmers have very little chance of being sold Por the Hotéarled ‘remonty'

in Poland (a texym.decoting the yearly purchase of horses by military euthorities
for the improvement of the ermy horse pool).

12, \—dﬂ—on—rﬂ—wrmmmj the trend of using horses in the army is
reducing day by y e OLIe , the progressing mechanization of agri- 50X1-HUM

culture (on kolkhozes ani sovkhozes is gradually eliminating the horsepower
from numerous fields Of ¢ riculrural €cOnowy. Practically only the owner of &
larrer apricultural farw is showlng uvp as & horse purchaser. . These changes
are regulating horse breeding. .+ Official information pub-
lighed in Decemker Lys$ gives the actual number of norses as being approximately
2 720,000 (13 horses D&Y 10Q. hectares of soil exploited by agriculture) as
againet 3,916,000 n 1939 (wbich was 15.3 horses per 100 hectares). In the in-
formantts opinion horzs hreedine chows a further tendency toward decrease. As
an, example , he stated the nzglect  of foal yreefing by independent farmecs.

Other Incomes in Indapendent Farws OY indirect Advantages

13. "Among the mors important 1tems nringang elther direct or indirect income for
& P LN

the individual Tanmwer ‘ . 50X1-HUM
a., H:umns, ducks, gsese - mostly cousumsd by the producers them-
seives and no @ ~artain degree yielding some income in cash (after
delivery of the compulscry quota o1 50 per cent of the eggs, the

rest rewains for personel use wr for sale).
h, it en? wegeteblss - merely for own consumption;
c. Sasep wool daliversd no bhe sTtatd brings the following
profits:
Waghed wool of a lsnghh of zix cme at least 90 zlotys per kilo
“Short" wazhed woal around 30 zlotys per 1 kilo

(on a farm The shearing of one sheep yields 2.5 kilos of washed wool,
while the shearing of onc ram brings = yield of four kilos of washed
wool).

1. "fhe delivary te the state-run aolloc ting poanks (ususlly agricultural coopera-
tives) up o 1953 entatled bbe farwer in furn to buys

a. Woolen texbiles Cor the sotal amount, received for his wool;
b. Linen waterial for WO per cent of *the received amount.

15. “Meadows and foddsr pilants are meant for rhe farmerts ovn use. Hay is not sold

by the farmers; on the contrary, they wually buy hay, additionally,
from the meadows administrated by the state. In sucn a case, Lthey are obliged
to collect the bay by ‘themselves. brices for such hay range

from 140 to 240 zlotys per one nctale O mEadOW. Pransportation is to be paid
by the fermsxr. Usually the meadows arc located at quite soue distance. TFor
example, the farmers of the Poznap diastrict used Lo wow state meadows as
fz;r awvay ag the Gdansk distrist,
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"he totel loss on account of the compulsory quota system 1s as follows:

A3
i~
.

According to free merket, velue of goods 53,435
obtained through state compulsory quotas 13,571
Less 39,

wnly wey ea individual fermer could make up for such considerable losses
wus for him to seel certain commodities in return for his :deldvery quotas.

For exucmple, the depicted individual farm received for its delivered pig ’
quota epproximately 3.5 tons of coal at the official price of 323 zlotys per. ..
one ton. The free market coal price (it should be called, according %o the
informant, rether a bleck market price) asmounted to around 600 zlotys per one
ton meaning a ‘saving® on his pig delivery of about one. thousand zlotys,  com-

posed as follows: LBLoaeatly cue o

"ihe

1,125 zlotys

Official price
2,100 zlotys

Black market price
Thereby saving approximately one thousand zlotys.

33. "“Other commodities that could be obtained at official prices are chemical fer-
tilizers, small quentities of fire woad and special fodder items, such as,
for example, fish flour, fodder chalk and the like.

be remembered thet all of these commodities were only dis-

a

50X1-HUM

|

3hk. "It must, however,

\the official distributieon covered not more

than 50 per cent of 1ts needs.

35. "When looking at thc prices . eid for delivery quotas in comparison to the
prices paid for distriduted comwodities, cne arrives at more examples for the
far-reaching exploitation of the individual farmers by the state. For exaumple,
each farmer has the right to buy certein quantities of ‘*special food'of "inita"*
(vhich i3 grain in rather crushed condition not ground). In the productive
process of *inita' there are no wastes at all. While the individual farmer
is only receives .2 zlotys per-one quintal of barley, he 1s forced at the

seme time to pay 160 zlotys per one quintal of finita.'’

ngtill more unjust is the exoloitation in the delivery of meat. The statc

pay. approximately 5.40 zloLys.for. ome kilo gf live hog (including

premiumy,.w. ("ne uverage price is rixed LY clasul.iewsion oL e plgy, 1rTom

Citbuguny v bO ten, according to meat quality and fat content. )

37. “simultaneously the average pri‘ée of good por: in state~run shops is 32
zlotys per kilo; the price for sausage or hem is oU zlotys per one Kilo.

36.

"The following celculations ere worth statings

3.

a. Ordinarily, thé meximud waste from pigs in unuseble scraps
does not exceed 12 per cent of their weight;

b. Other seraps, ‘such as blood, bbwe:l.s, and hopgts hair, have
very often high value; a considerablc portion of the bones ig sold at
meat prices;

¢. The average weight of good fat pigs (others are not ac-
cepted by the collecting points) fluctuates from 100 to 120 kilos,
yielding 85 to 105 kilos of meat. From this quantity at least 60
to 80 kilos are good quelity meunt (including lard);
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Vi selllag the vhole cumntity as cuv weot ond puying
frow ;..o te 6,90 wlotys ser one kilo, the stute veceives 10 720 to
2,77 covres hor peanPeatiios sonsage and e E Less. 300
additional :lotys are oviwined (wheun considcring the price of the lowes?

cate ury ur uroduct-guelity rating at 12 zlotys Loy one kilo).

e

“phis coleulutio Jemonstrates shat the state's conmissio (called
tilerzut.! o terw usew at present ... the Communist system to define the di
A ) v
. the wurciuging and selling price) umuunts for pork to ut Lew

ffer-
st

ence Do
J60 sex celt.
Ly,  “Every yeur in Februwry the quuutity of compulsory juotas is estimated. Theo-
NN ¥ J! Y D VAL
retically, wssessieats are based on incomes und likevise tue authorities take
into consideration the farm cereagse wnich is clessified into one of the fol-
loving categories:
tAY category - farms of five hectares! acreage of ‘worst' [3127 soil
saality;
B caleiowvy - farms over five hectuores! acreuge of 'better?
quality soil; :
fCt and i refer 50 farms of five t. ten hectares'
aereege of fbettert' or t‘worse' farmland;
The next cutegories are for the ‘*kulalks' azas.
b1, ‘the stute has full discretion in the 50X1-HUM
assessnent ol compulsory quotas, There are many cases, hovever where
farmers, in line with such assessments, are under obllgation to supply com-
modities not even produced on their farms. In such cases, the farmers lhove
the v t to appeal to higher levels (on county or even district level) .but
it is weury and troublesome und lasts over several months.
W2, "Po avoid the expense und lengthy nrocedures, many fermers simply buy
‘t to the collecting points as sei.-

up the roguived commodity an.  deliver
produced. lperiods vhen the quantity _
Tnmed i ately after harvest the S0X1-HUM

estimntes for the compulsory quotas are fixed.
Winte:- production plens

soil is preparcd Ior the next vear.
by tie state ar of"ten 00 late, purticulur.y wnen dealing vith
speciv!  crops ‘or wiileh the soil necds specilal preporation.

Taxes und uues

h3.  "another worry of the Turmers arc taxes, dues and insurance contributions.
Wit the introduction i’ compulsory quotus, insurance became an lm-
portont ractor. ALL coutracted commodditles vie nov to be insured.

Wi, “Por cxumple, a farmer who has not insured his pigs would be obliged to pay
off to the state either in natural commodities or in cash indemnity if the
pips dded during breading time. A farm with 12.5 hectares' acreage

a. Land tax of about 11,400 zlotys; and

b, Insurance toxes of approximately 2,100 zlotys.

e "In 352 the taxe ineluded contribntions for the so-called 'Agriculture s5ev-

ing Fund® (Fundusz Oszczeanosel Rolnictwa) but this has been liguidated. Ac-
Jbtain an investment credit

cording to regulations, farmer: could
in the cmountofltheir -egistered puywents. 'the liquidation of the FOR was ux-
renged by the wathorities without much aid. Although 50X1-HUM
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l:Lthe contributions paid by farmers had 4o be returned - and farmers
weTe everr Sumnoned from time to time to present their bank books - this plan as 50X1-HUM

yet bas not been put into oractice. It must be added that the majority of con-
tributions had been paid before the revaluation of the zioty-.and consequently
it is very difficult to estimate the actual value. The Agriculture Seving Bank
itself suffered great losses when the farmers repaid their credits in the de-
valued zlotys. ;

46. "Agricultural taxes are due for payment on instalment rates, namely, in January,
February, May, August, September, and November . !

Compulsory Hork ('Szarwark') |

47. "Another burden imposed on the farmer is the compulsory work he haé to perform
without being pald on behalf of his settlement and his community.

(a) For the settlement: Manual work (pleszy szarwark) - 26 days |
during the year at 12 zlotys per day. :

Cart with horse - six days during the year at 74 zlotys per d?.y.

The peculiarity of this kiund of burden is that it can only be worked
off partly, up to the amount of 250 zlotys. For the rest, the farmer
has to pay in cash. Consequently, he pays each year around 500 zlotys
for his settlement. :

(b) For the commnity: The farmer has to report to work with one horse and
a cart (farms with one horse for six days per year) farms with two horses

or more for sixteen days per year). This kind of work 1s evaluated at 72
zlotys per day. This work has to be completely carried out.: If a farmer
does not report to this ordered work, he has to pay an extra fine of 500
zlotys and additionally a compensation of 150 zlotys for each day not
worked. This high penalty puts the farmer under pressure to appear for
this compulsory work, o

48, "Among the work tc be performed by farmers are first line repair and conservation
of highways, hauling of, wood from the. forests or transporting construction
material to the state investment places. Tn addition, drainage and irrigation

work have to be performed. The latter under the Communists administration is
called 'irrigation activity'. :

49, uAs a result, the compulsory and nonpaid work adds additional burdens to farm
work in Poland. A 127 hectare farm ‘pays' yearly:
For the settlement 765 zlotys
For the community 1,152 "

1,908 zlotys

50. "Altogether the burdens on a farm per year are as follows:
2a Loss by the compulsory quots system 39,864 zlotys
b) Taxes and insurance 13,500 "
(¢) Compulsory work 1,908 "

55,272 zlotys

51, #A11- these imposts are only slightly compensated for by the chance offered
to the farmer of buylng some merchandise from state warehouses. Thie com-
pensation means +hat such merchandise can otherwise not be bought at all - or may
only be purchased on the black market at very high prices - for example, coal or
fertilizers - or that prices for sueh commodities are lower than:on the free market."

- end ~

50X1-HUM
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